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Directions:
Read the following four texts. Answer the questions after each text by choosing A, B, C or D. Mark
your answers on the ANSWER SHEET. (40 points)

Text 4

P1 The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) continues to bleed red ink. It reported a net loss of $5.6 billion
for fiscal 2016, the 10th straight year its expenses have exceeded revenue. Meanwhile, it has more than
$120 billion in unfunded liabilities, mostly for employee health and retirement costs. There are many
reasons this formerly stable federal institution finds itself at the brink of bankruptcy. Fundamentally, the
USPS is in a historic squeeze between technological change that has permanently decreased demand for
its bread-and-butter product, first-class mail, and a regulatory structure that denies management the

flexibility to adjust its operations to the new reality.

EEMBIRS (USPS) L HIITESIR, TiRE201611E %S HR56{23ETT, XEE T HIESLH 10EBITI
A. SltER, EEEE1200{ZTi RS ERRR TERTRITETEARER. X1ME2REN
BRI E ST ASERERE, MRA LR USPSIEATF— AR MNERZ AR E
IRA MR T X EAZ U7 ———RERMERITER, M B X B ER A RIEEEE W S LUEN
=L,

P2 And interest groups ranging from postal unions to greeting-card makers exert self-interested
pressure on the USPS's ultimate overseer — Congress — insisting that whatever else happens to the Postal
Service, aspects of the status quo they depend on get protected. This is why repeated attempts at reform
legislation have failed in recent years, leaving the Postal Service unable to pay its bills except by

deferring vital modernization.

MEF T 2RISR R HIERSF S M EER USPSHRZ N EE —Es—EINBFMEES, BiFTIeH
BIIRSS RAEM AT M IR BPREB RIS RIRIF . XMENT ALFRRENHEILEZTE R
7 EHREARSS PR T HER E X E BRI S BUEIN I ESUT IRER,
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P3 Now comes word that everyone involved — Democrats, Republicans, the Postal Service, the
unions and the system's heaviest users — has finally agreed on a plan to fix the system. Legislation is
moving through the House that would save USPS an estimated $28.6 billion over five years, which
could help pay for new vehicles, among other survival measures. Most of the money would come from a
penny-per-letter permanent rate increase and from shifting postal retirees into Medicare. The latter step
would largely offset the financial burden of annually pre-funding retiree health care, thus addressing a
long-standing complaint by the USPS and its unions.

MEERBERRAEERXT—RERA. HIRA. #iBRS. TSMzRRENEABER—&TH

EERGANTIAR T —. EERNGEHEHANLESERFRIUSPSTI &A1 286/2557T, X AT LAREEf

XASHERSEFEIERIZRR. XSO BERBREEHE—EDHIRAMZERIE R LIS ISHIBIRIKA REE
AMedicare, F—SBIBSERAER CINESFRERTBRIRARET R ERIVERIE WMERUSPSK
HTRKELUSKRSER,

P4 If it clears the House, this measure would still have to get through the Senate — where someone
is bound to point out that it amounts to the bare, bare minimum necessary to keep the Postal Service
afloat, not comprehensive reform. There's no change to collective bargaining at the USPS, a major
omission considering that personnel accounts for 80 percent of the agency's costs. Also missing is any
discussion of eliminating Saturday letter delivery. That common-sense change enjoys wide public support
and would save the USPS $2 billion per year. But postal special-interest groups seem to have killed it,
at least in the House. The emerging consensus around the bill is a sign that legislators are getting
frightened about a politically embarrassing short-term collapse at the USPS. It is not, however, a sign
that they're getting serious about transforming the postal system for the 21st century.

INFRiztEERNBERSEY, AR NEE S ——ERE RSB AR X RES THEREREAR
BEEMENRERE MARSEHE. USPSHIEREHIRBEHANE ZBEIASRA SZHIRARY
80%,XB— 1 EXNER. EHFREANEXTEHEHR/EHIBIVEETIE. X—HRERRER TR

AT 2345 FIEEEAUSPSTIE20{23ETT, (BRIBUARIEERINFELRRTE 2 VERNRREX
¥, BSizERHINHERERR A LEETHRIB O USPSSTER N EIMEBUA LS ABMAEERE. M iXFH
BB EFEAR S 8921 tHCAUEIBERSE.

BB 5ZEERT
36. The financial problem with the USPS is caused partly by
[ A ]its unbalanced budget.
[ B ]its rigid management.
[ C ]the cost for technical upgrading.
[ D ] the withdrawal of bank support.

3 [ R B B I B R) R 43 A B AT 4 3 B
A) EREERIE,  8) HEUMEE., o BEARENRA. b)) H170Ea05IE.,
(&%) B @@

[#18] The financial problem with the USPS is caused partly by E— M3 eRORAG, B9
ESHVS RIS RE, BTFXYEAELAYE.,
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[1IFFD] The financial problem with the USPS is caused partly by  2—/MF 2RIHENE],
=35 financial problem, i8iE is caused, partly 2iRERE"SHRRE", EHURE by &
WiTRE. EEFHEMN, FTEH.

[EfZ] Fundamentally, the USPS is in a historic squeeze between technological change that has
permanently decreased demand for its bread-and-butter product, first-class mail, and a
regulatory structure that denies management the flexibility to adjust its operations to the
new reality.

MIRA L1, USPS IEFEF—I7H L MAINERE: —HEERATEKAEE T Hizul
F—RHMHF—HIFR, —ERREAFINLIEEEGRSREEXRIERNLEE
Y=
[EIR] A) 1B"FRW/ER %k FR"
its unbalanced budget "TIEAFE"BSIRAIERIL (expenses have exceeded
revenue) MAEREA, B'USKR"IK RE" EKIFE.
B) v IEHf

a regulatory structure that denies management the flexibility to adjust its operations

its rigid management
FTHENE SEESEREM", its rigid management FB rigid —/Malf&/EREIE T
FREMBNEX, BIRX partly 5% partly Se3eXN——ABAEDRE, F~4E
FTE P EIEREETE.

C) XH&ER
JFESOXAYE technological change that has permanently decreased demand—ix%
ARITLEFEFER, MIE the cost for technical upgrading “FIARFRAIA"; RIMK
RRFHERBARRIFTH.

D) FTH4EHR
JFEXMNKIRE the withdrawal of bank support “$R{7#EIsz " ——USPS ZECFRH
1, BMBEIRITER, AICERRZIMIELE.

37. According to Paragraph 2, the USPS fails to modernize itself due to
[ A ] the interference from interest groups.
[ B ] the inadequate funding from Congress.
[ C ] the shrinking demand for postal service.

[ D ]the incompetence of postal unions.

WRIEHE B REMBERELNA FUALRET
p) FImEEARNTM, 8) EREMIBREARE. o WMBIRSEKRZELE, o) BRI SAITEE.

(=] A @H®m)
[#)BY] fails to modernize itself due to A due to EXiZRAEE, EBFERAELM,
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[#RE)] the USPS fails to modernize itself due to & fails to do F/="ReEMZE", itself &5
81X USPS, due to 3|HRE. & fail AESEMEEEE, EFRINNETRA", =
ERARTEIRK,

[EfZ] And interest groups ranging from postal unions to greeting-card makers exert self-interested
pressure on the USPS's ultimate overseer — Congress — insisting that whatever else happens to
the Postal Service, aspects of the status quo they depend on get protected. This is why
repeated attempts at reform legislation have failed in recent years, leaving the Postal Service

unable to pay its bills except by deferring vital modernization.

MERE T=EZR R, HMFzERR USPS IRZREE —Ee—IEIiF SHE
7, BRFERFTICHBIRS KEH A, AIRTRERAVBUARI LS EER R R IT. 1XBl
BILEFREEEILEBIRAEM. USPS RegseBiR XA U RAESH T IREBRIR .,

[iEIR] A) v iFds

interest groups ranging from postal unions to greeting-card makers exert self-interested pressure

< the interference from interest groups
FHIER R FImERNESAIMEE", the interference from interest groups A
interference & 1EE + EXRIFIIR BB TH, IEREMTRRE"E I,

B) XH&ER
FOORNRESZN@ERE. SEILERW, MR the inadequate funding
from Congress "EI&KFAR"; S L5 3 RIMREIESIEEHEHAYAZSEEE T 286
{ZZ=7T.

C) EdEFRE
the shrinking demand for postal service "HFBLEZTERZELE"E permanently
decreased demand fY5EiR, B 1 ERAS, MAREEE According to Paragraph
2, BHEEEE, BEiEKRERE"EUSORNRE, FEAEMAKNERER, 53
Ffrial,

D) S5ENHR
R34 postal unions 7 AKEE—7MIAREaNTT, BEFRIFNERBES., the
incompetence of postal unions “EBE T SHITCEE SR F" T Ea5EE HIR S
Rk, BSRXEBR,

38. The long-standing complaint by the USPS and its unions can be addressed by
[ A ]removing its burden of retiree health care.
[ B ] making more investment in new vehicles.
[ C ] adopting a new rate-increase mechanism.

[ D ] attracting more first-class mail users.

5 [ R B K H T2 K DR A3 48 7T DUE I 4 R A#
) IHRERARARETRERIRIE, ) WHEMHTESKRE., o RAMRIZEZR LKL,
D) IR |ESHI—KERERAF.
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[Bx] A @EHH)

[HI82] can be addressed by BRIZR" EIHAFRALMER", BT XRXHIBHFRITZRA
29U

[#FE)] The long-standing complaint by the USPS and its unions can be addressed by 2

WEIbRiAG), by EFIEREEIEREANEAS", by £ addressed FFR" @I AFMA R
BE—aHIHEA by, EFRXS1EA.

[Efif] Most of the money would come from a penny-per-letter permanent rate increase and from
shifting postal retirees into Medicare. The latter step would largely offset the financial burden
of annually pre-funding retiree health care, thus addressing a long-standing complaint by the
USPS and its unions.

XEHAEDRKEBEHEKAN—EL, LIRIEHBBIRBAR TN Medicare, f5—IUE
TESERAER LINHSFRBRARERIMSRIE, NMARR USPS RETRKHALL
SRR,

[iEIR] A) v iFi

offset the financial burden of annually pre-funding retiree health care <

removing its burden of retiree health care
FHERR ARRTTHRERRIR", removing its burden of retiree health care F3
removing burden ¥R offset financial burden B OFIHE, BRUEETEMNETHY
BMKE,

B) KEFE®
making more investment in new vehicles “IIAHFEIRE "R which could help
pay for new vehicles HIl, {EARE THAIRENAIRZ—, FEAT HRRKIRER"
NFE,; BREFE—B 8 TERENER 5D RRESNFR L.

C) faitiE
JRX a penny-per-letter permanent rate increase i 1aie, EIX2"$MERE"AY
BREXKR, AR BRKEPERIFER,; H a new rate-increase mechanism "Ffdik
AL B R RN — B " ek AE", EXEMEET,

D) XHh&EH
RS FRIR R attracting more first-class mail users "Ik 5 |EBZ—3ShM4REF"; 5 1
ERER1RE| first-class mail F3k T, {855 3 BRAVERARS EPHIE " F AR B &bk,

39. In the last paragraph, the author seems to view legislators with
[ A ] respect.
[ B ] tolerance.
[ C ] discontent.
[ D ] gratitude.

ERE—BPAEEUEUHGLASERRFILIEE
A) BE, B)BZ. o Fim. D) B,
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(%] C @ED

[#18!] the author seems to view legislators with B view ... with EIERfEEIFAMSE, 2H
BSEIG.

[IF€D] In the last paragraph, the author seems to view legislators with & seems to 2470
BN, view sb with sth ®R'DIEMESESFREAN", with SZEREZE. S8, T
BeaBH

[EfZ] The emerging consensus around the bill is a sign that legislators are getting frightened about a
politically embarrassing short-term collapse at the USPS. It is not, however, a sign that they're

getting serious about transforming the postal system for the 21st century.

RZZRIEEZRRIFIR, RIFIURMNEFHAER USPS 1EBIS LEIE/RKAIFEHAERE.
PR, XFAARBANPARZITHRBERFSUER, 21 tHCHIRR,

[ER] A) SEHER

respect "BE"RIFASE, S/EX not ... getting serious BIGEITIFNRMEER.

B) TEREEE(MY
tolerance "B "IE BN RENERERRT", EEMEN,; MERSGER bare, bare
minimum ("& E’ﬂﬂﬁfh" bare EEE/M3E) . not ... getting serious, a major
omission FEXNAEE, TEFLHIEE—RIEERMmN.

C) v IEH
It is not, however, a sign that they're getting serious about transforming the postal system for the

21st century

~ discontent

legislators are getting frightened about a politically embarrassing short-term collapse

discontent
FHERIR /KL, discontent ESERFEMLS BENEHRE + BENALL"
X EE A EF IS,

D) S5EXHER

gratitude "B RIEESE, SIEEMNR TWALL, SREBEAIHITTERR,

40. Which of the following would be the best title for the text?
[ A ] The USPS Starts to Miss Its Good Old Days.
[ B ] The Postal Service: Keep Away from My Cheese.
[ C ] The USPS: Chronic Illness Requires a Quick Cure.
[ D ] The Postal Service Needs More Than a Band-Aid.

DA 98 25 2 A S 1 B AE AR R
) EEHPEEFRINSERIEFIREYE.  B) HRBURSS BIaIFAIIES.
) EEMEEEEERRRIEER. D) HIBIRSHENNMUXZLIAI.

[(&x] D (=3
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[#18] Which of the following would be the best title for the text [AIFIR LR, EFEE
FEHR.

[IFfD] Which of the following would be the best title for the text & wh- £jaa], would be
EERIIESER RESH . SHTHERN, T,

[iBIE] A) Zeh&ESd + BRER

The USPS Starts to Miss Its Good Old Days "USPS FF&“’W@H%E’J??EI?"EE‘%—W
WH. ZPrVERE, MRNEREBRSTTHERE BREYTEAF, B
XHTHITIRNE#ES.

B) LMmit£
The Postal Service: Keep Away from My Cheese "HBEUARSS: BlIshFRAVIER" BTN 1
P2 FIFERARIFIVARIIHE, BERBE—1EHEE, FK wE"S WRAR WA
FE—LUURETZ,

C) 5REHER
The USPS: Chronic lliness Requires a Quick Cure iz {81m HERXMES, 185
FFERWNZ"SEX not comprehensive reform iKY FL2HE. RENE"TRLF
HER—IFHRERLER KRN, AMIK", MANEIEIEK A",

D) Vv IEff

it amounts to the bare, bare minimum necessary to keep the Postal Service afloat, not

comprehensive reform

< The Postal Service Needs More Than a Band-Aid

the brink of bankruptcy < The Postal Service Needs More Than a Band-Aid
FTHERNE RE + eInJMEAREE", The Postal Service Needs More Than a Band-Aid
B3 Band-Aid RIS/ EEE bare minimum BUEN., FH more than BERIX"ImiTA
" —— M inEl B .

SENTENCE INSIGHTS =« A7 Hif

8 A A B E R

TPIERAEEIZGFRITR—PSENE. SOEERE. RoSES. ER
mEEREE, REaFHFNTERNT,

%32 - https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/sections/2018-english-one/section2-part-a-4/2f=p - fE£&{E AR EIF



Meanwhile, it has more than $120 billion in unfunded liabilities, mostly for

employee health and retirement costs.

F1B, H3A)
AQBETE. BE EE KE EECERMES, EENIEHERIFINMABERE,
EEEEESREENEBINXAZTELESFIEN KT, B—ERDDEHINE, BRAET=RRD,

There are many reasons this formerly stable federal institution finds itself at the

brink of bankruptcy.

BB, 4
FHRRThere be@BRIEIEIRE AAEM IR ind+ EiE+ BAMAN METEIE. 1BiE. KA.
BExh. BEAOESFSMANS BEGENGEMEIE. TR 22 BERESIZGND XS R

ER5.

And interest groups ranging from postal unions to greeting-card makers exert self-

interested pressure on the USPS's ultimate overseer — Congress — insisting that

whatever else happens to the Postal Service, aspects of the status quo they depend

on get protected.

2B, H1A)

KRR T ARMEMREPIFERMNSROTHE: TTER, BEYREDR. #MIKE
REZENG (TEESRXAFANEENTIMEPRENG) #HITEEREERTE, wRESRMIER
fME.

Legislation is moving through the House that would save USPS an estimated

$28.6 billion over five years, which could help pay for new vehicles, among other

survival measures.

FIB, FoA]

G + REMEEENT + IRFMEEIENDRESZ N FAIEHAGEIPRISMEN, X&KiF
that #] which X7, WEIEEE. BEMARENSHEVEER. ZEAUEMETERIR
EXREFIERT HEMRS.
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The latter step would largely offset the financial burden of annually pre-funding

retiree health care, thus addressing a long-standing complaint by the USPS and its

unions.

3B, F4h)

ROEEEINEANERDEPRAHE: FRGET + BEFETEE + D1EEEERE, 2K
EQORNEREW . BSEnaRNENSRIZAORE. thus 5IHERIKIEREE, #EE XN
ZHMFE, EREEIBEIAEXR UG T

If it clears the House, this measure would still have to get through the Senate —

where someone is bound to point out that it amounts to the bare, bare minimum

necessary to keep the Postal Service afloat, not comprehensive reform.

HABL, H1A

AERNRAMEFRETEMEMAISIROER: FPRNENT + £9 + JFREMEENG +
RIENGNZERE. BITS5IH R, EEMNDEITRINEE. RENDRBEFRE, X
LHREEATHHERGN, EREAQEEETERIRIRERMUETH.

There's no change to collective bargaining at the USPS, a major omission

considering that personnel accounts for 80 percent of the agency's costs.

S4B, SH2f)

there befI R Ithats | SAVEEEMEEIAR. EFTETIRIREN. FIESEMNTSE
MBS TEE R BB I B S IRER A S A AT AR IR, B
AR R ¥R AT ERR LK TN ERS.

The Postal Service Needs More Than a Band-Aid.

F408, D
XA EENRhANES NERFRADIEEHE, BTFuEREREREN. KESHTFENER
B, EREXMIRAGEE, AEREIAEEMT.

I

=1

HIGH-FREQUENCY « 2L/ i 4 i

AR HIL 79 A FFIHE — TR HIA

THREREANREERFHN, N2 BHEE— HFERNESMmE (x5 ER+H
MREFEIADT 8) . BNARERRE HIRBEZFLNERTN, [RETEEX
HRIEX. i AFZSERGI.
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postal s

adj. HRELAHY
AES510% - EHF 10 4

union 2

nI&

KRS IR -BE 299

system 1
n. R4

A3 R - EHH 107 &

measure i

v. M=
A2 IR - Eff 65 6

financial &
adj. IFIKEY

ARE2 R - Ef 59 9

sign a1

n. Fr&
A2 R -E 42 1

management s

n. &
K2R - Hf 36 &

legislation s:

n. ;E&E
A2 )R- B 1949

would

aux. (will B93E) BE, &
A6 X - HfR 304 1)

billion s

num. {2 (1,000,000,000)
KR4 R B398

support a2

v. 2FF
A2 R -EfE 87 6

demand s

v. IRREsRK
A2 X - Eff 63 6

user a2

n. ERE
A2 R -BEf 52 6

reform s

v. &

K2R B 37 6

congress s

n. @&
AR R B 25 )

burden &

n. T3
K2 )X - B 159
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vehicle &

n.3BTHR
K2R -BER 159

author 1
n {E&

ARE1IR - HRE 209 5

following s
adj. #ZE TRAY

KRR -BEN G

federal &
adj. B&FB (1) B9

ARE1IR -HiE 816

rate a2

n. BREE
Al R-ER72 4

major s
adj. FEMW

ARE1IR - BEf 56 4

loss i

n. &5k

AE1R-HR43 5

institution &2
n. ¥4

FRE1R-EFE398

complaint s

n. ¥83%
K2R -ER 1149

accord c

n. (Ex. BRER) 1Y
AR -BEH172 9

view a2

n. WS, Bk
AR BRI G

product 1

n. =GR
AE1R-BER77 9

least &2

det. &RDHY
AR - B 636

pressure i
n. LIRES
ARE1IR - BfE 55 4

account 1
n. KA

FR1R B4

investment s

n. I8E&
K1 )X - B 38 4
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structure s:

n. £514
A1 R -Effi 36 6

attempt s
v. i E
A1 R-Ef324

due s

adj. FRHARY
AR B 314

range s

n. SBE
A1 R -Ef 314

revenue a2

n. (RE). BEAY) WA, K=

AR1IR-BE# 3149

amount

n. &

ARE1TIR -HE 3069

largely

adv. FEith
ARE1IR-H309

per s

prep. &
IR -ER 27
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funding s:
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reality s
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shift &
v. #5f

KRR B 316

attract s

v. R3] GEES. )
ARE1IR - B 30 9

status 2

n. {7
K1 )R -BfE 29 9

emerge s

<
EE
-+
=
=

M
iy
_;T
S5 &
o ¥
[
N
(9]
ar


https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/structure/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/agency/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/attempt/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/employee/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/due/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/funding/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/range/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/reality/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/revenue/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/shift/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/amount/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/attract/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/largely/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/status/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/per/?f=p
https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/emerge/?f=p

remove a2

v. BTt
A1 R -EfE 25 9

thus s

adv. BlItt, FrLA
AE1R-Ef22 6

aspect 2

n. J5E
KEE1IR-E 209

estimate &
v. fHit

KRR -BE196)

cure i

A’ (Bm)
Am1R-BHiE 1569

V.

adjust s
v. JEEE

KRR B 1469

collective &2
adj. &89

KRR -EfE 148

mostly s
adv. EEH

FE1R-EF 148
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net

n. fg
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eliminate s

v. 8RR
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technological

adj. $XARRY
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retirement

n. 1IBIK
AE1R-EE 196

finally
adv. 8F, &&
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v. SR
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stable &

adj. FREM
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transform s
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meanwhile &

adv. 5ittEIRT
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decrease i

v. Y, BEE
KE1IR-BER 1249

technical s
adj. FARY

KRR -BE1269

flexibility &
n. RiEMH

KRR -BE106

permanent s
adj. JKAHY

KRR -BE106

vital &2

ad. REESH, BRI
sl X B9

minimum &2

n. &/ME
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partly &
adv. Eoite
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mechanism s
n. ALl
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expense s

n. {22
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inadequate 5
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regulatory o

adj. F5ERY
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latter &
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