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Section II Part A (3)

Directions:
Read the following four texts. Answer the questions after each text by choosing A, B, C or D. Mark
your answers on the ANSWER SHEET. (40 points)

Text 3

P1 During the past generation, the American middle-class family that once could count on hard
work and fair play to keep itself financially secure has been transformed by economic risk and new
realities. Now a pink slip, a bad diagnosis, or a disappearing spouse can reduce a family from solidly

middle class to newly poor in a few months.
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P2 In just one generation, millions of mothers have gone to work, transforming basic family
economics. Scholars, policymakers, and critics of all stripes have debated the social implications of these
changes, but few have looked at the side effect: family risk has risen as well. Today's families have
budgeted to the limits of their new two-paycheck status. As a result, they have lost the parachute they
once had in times of financial setback — a back-up earner (usually Mom) who could go into the
workforce if the primary earner got laid off or fell sick. This "added-worker effect" could support the
safety net offered by unemployment insurance or disability insurance to help families weather bad times.
But today, a disruption to family fortunes can no longer be made up with extra income from an

otherwise-stay-at-home partner.
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P3 During the same period, families have been asked to absorb much more risk in their retirement
income. Steelworkers, airline employees, and now those in the auto industry are joining millions of
families who must worry about interest rates, stock market fluctuation, and the harsh reality that they
may outlive their retirement money. For much of the past year, President Bush campaigned to move
Social Security to a savings-account model, with retirees trading much or all of their guaranteed
payments for payments depending on investment returns. For younger families, the picture is not any
better. Both the absolute cost of healthcare and the share of it borne by families have risen — and newly
fashionable health-savings plans are spreading from legislative halls to Wal-Mart workers, with much
higher deductibles and a large new dose of investment risk for families' future healthcare. Even
demographics are working against the middle class family, as the odds of having a weak elderly parent —
and all the attendant need for physical and financial assistance — have jumped eightfold in just one

generation.

R —IH REWER RN EAEES X, WK TA. MEAERT LRIESETIAIR
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P4 From the middle-class family perspective, much of this, understandably, looks far less like an
opportunity to exercise more financial responsibility, and a good deal more like a frightening acceleration
of the wholesale shift of financial risk onto their already overburdened shoulders. The financial fallout

has begun, and the political fallout may not be far behind.
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31. Today's double-income families are at greater financial risk in that
[ A ]the safety net they used to enjoy has disappeared.
[ B ] their chances of being laid off have greatly increased.
[ C ]they are more vulnerable to changes in family economics.

[ D ]they are deprived of unemployment or disability insurance.
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[#1B] & Today's double-income families are at greater financial risk in that 2 in

that 5ISRIRENGRIES, [@"AHTAKKEXR", ENEE—OERRZERLE.

[#Ff)] =T double-income families are at greater financial risk, f53% in that 3|SREIAEN
IENFFANEERS; in that = because, RIEXPEAERENNEREE,

[Efif] As aresult, they have lost the parachute they once had in times of financial setback — a back-
up earner (usually Mom) who could go into the workforce if the primary earner got laid off or
fell sick.

FERE, MNRETIEZAEVSZRITAEIKEEE— SR E (BEERB
13) , AJLMEEES A EEERITHNIRATR L,

GEIR] A) ks

the safety net they used to enjoy has disappeared @it 7 35 ——RX safety net
offered by unemployment insurance or disability insurance Bpak"BUfFLEM "Hig
BiHK, BRNRERERZBHEABRNXZE IR,

B) ZTH4ER
their chances of being laid off have greatly increased IR AL, BRSCRMA
if the primary earner got laid off {ERi%, HRER"HEHMERS LFH".

C) v IEHf

they have lost the parachute they once had in times of financial setback

they are more vulnerable to changes in family economics

Today's families have budgeted to the limits of their new two-paycheck status «

changes in family economics
BT LMk, KEEHETS"S more vulnerable to changes in family
economics FEIEX A M ETE—5, FEL#i C.

D) 5IRXiHR
they are deprived of unemployment or disability insurance W {ti J#ERIZF 7 IXFISE
R85 ; {BR3Z could support the safety net offered by unemployment insurance
or disability insurance 2"&FHT{EEN AT LA MEIXRERIR " —RGAE—EHE,
HRXMHNERNLR T

32. As a result of President Bush's reform, retired people may have
[ A ]a higher sense of security.
[ B ]less secured payments.
[ C ]less chance to invest.

[ D ]a guaranteed future.

ENBush B R EMLER, BIRANRAREHE
p) EelIReRk. B) EOREMREAKA. o BEDERENSR. o) BREERE.

[8%] B (@&
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[#18!] FAT As a result of President Bush's reform, retired people may have  E#&a]"B&:
HRNER", SEXMBERMAMZSERTHI—OE, BREETERRR,
[IFE] As aresult of ... EMAEIBERENKIE; FT2 retired people may have |, 188550

17 may B2 "T8ERI%ER", 5/Ex+ depending on investment returns FYARERENME
¥R,

[Efif] For much of the past year, President Bush campaigned to move Social Security to a savings-
account model, with retirees trading much or all of their guaranteed payments for payments
depending on investment returns.

S E—FRNREPHEE, MTERESEHAREERESKARRN, ILRAARBE
CEAERERNEMHATO T, Fir—HEIRIATIREREAISZT.
[EELE] A) SEXER
a higher sense of security ii"ERNEER", SEMA"LMRELEK" BT ETEHF
B,
B) v IEW

trading much or all of their guaranteed payments for payments depending on investment returns

~ less secured payments
guaranteed payments — secured payments
FAITHS less secured payments T3 (less=F8...3&7E,
secured=guaranteed) , #iB.

C) S5EMHER
less chance to invest ii"&/MUIRENS", 18161~k ——-savings-account model 2
B RERRE, ERAREWESIRE,

D) S5EXHRKR
a guaranteed future 1% "BIRIERIFRXK", (B guaranteed XMAERXEGIERE
#"trading...for" sIERZHENRA, HRER.

33. According to the author, health-savings plans will
[ A ]help reduce the cost of healthcare.
[ B ] popularize among the middle class.
[ C ] compensate for the reduced pensions.

[ D ]increase the families' investment risk.

RIBEE KM, BEMEE TR
p) B TFREETRENRA.  B) EHFFEMRPER. o IMEROHFES,
D) IEINREAHT RN,
[FX] D @%®)
[#B!] T health-savings plans will___ [AIREIZiITH" M A/HARATA", ERERNEER
MHZITRIREAONE N NS, BT,
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[#FE] ETFKE: health-savings plans will___, EE—XERE will BHEAE "SI, 8
A"—FHNRX a large new dose of investment risk for families' future healthcare A9

FENNRSSRARFF—ERN A,

[Efif] Both the absolute cost of healthcare and the share of it borne by families have risen — and
newly fashionable health-savings plans are spreading from legislative halls to Wal-Mart
workers, with much higher deductibles and a large new dose of investment risk for families'
future healthcare.

EETT HLERS R A SR EAGERIBR— M & EF—— M TR RIE S TR IEFE MDA
W EERARIBRT, HEMRNESBZHNEMNM, URREREKET L—KEHRIRE
JXUBS.

[EIR] A) SEXER

help reduce the cost of healthcare 5" EBIFHEET A", SEMGIFIF Both the
absolute cost of healthcare and the share of it borne by families have risen 975
AR ER.

B) ZJEFAID
popularize among the middle class " FEFF=FifiTEXR", RXHNREE
spreading, {BEFE will___ ZA"ZHHSMHA", spreading B"EEWRIERE", 7
AEREABHWER. "EFHRT HEX spreading from legislative halls to Wal-
Mart workers B EEHELE.

C) ETHhER
compensate for the reduced pensions it "sR*MEREAYRH"—IRX P3 B4R
BT BASFIET, ENKRER"BRESITHARRMMERE", X—XEKTE2
3

D) v IEff

a large new dose of investment risk for families' future healthcare

increase the families' investment risk

a large new dose of < increase

THEIE"IRENXBEINZEZEE", 5 increase the families' investment risk ZEGIE (3E
m . W (RE) . B (REXKE) =FEE7TEMI7L.

34. It can be inferred from the last paragraph that
[ A ] financial risks tend to outweigh political risks.
[ B ] the middle class may face greater political challenges.
[ C ] financial problems may bring about political problems.

[ D ] financial responsibility is an indicator of political status.

M — BT ASERTH
A) WS NS ERSBIAXE.  8) PRI sEEIaEARRBGaHk K.
) MSRRRATRERRBUAIT™.  b) MEHERBUAMAIIN—MER.
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[&xR)] C W)
[#8] It can be inferred from the last paragraph that _ #fY inferred ERrRAYEIRE,

(FE] AZzLEE it + #ah can be inferred + that NEWFEIEEIE, FERFE that [FEEER
R E" RERREEIREH A —MEIE " BIFT,
[Efif] The financial fallout has begun, and the political fallout may not be far behind.
ZF LNIBHELE, B ERRSBalsERE T,
[EELE] A) Zh&s
financial risks tend to outweigh political risks ¥ " £REXEE AT BEAXES "
RiRmEBRERE, NREEIITBERT LLEBIEERX,
B) iZEHERR
the middle class may face greater political challenges {BFEIE#ERLHFZME, FHINT
greater IX ML, JEX P4 FUERGEER the political fallout &8, HEKREE—
EfFEFFLE, RIBSRINEGaH ST AR,
C) VIE#
The financial fallout has begun, and the political fallout may not be far behind -

{BIRX

financial problems may bring about political problems
fallout — problems
T Z¥aHHEBGA" 5 financial problems may bring about political problems #£
ER (R BUR) . XR (%K) MBS (may) =LbTeXifis, FAEED R,

D) faiHEE
financial responsibility is an indicator of political status 12" £BtE{E" Mk " Brat iz
AUTEREE", SIREX exercise more financial responsibility 2T x——REXAY
financial responsibility ZINEIEKIEL ST RNMBNARE", ARBEENSA
BUatt R EEinE.

35. Which of the following is the best title for this text?
[ A ] The Middle Class on the Alert
[ B ] The Middle Class on the CIiff
[ C ] The Middle Class in Conflict
[ D ] The Middle Class in Ruins

AT IR T30 2 A S ) B A A L 2

A) EGHRRIFFME  B) BELRIFFME o MRFEIFNE o) REPHFFHR
[&=x] B (==m)
[#18] Which of the following is the best title for this text? EHRI BT E,

[iFM] +REZES, Which of the following is the best title for this text? T{HTaARERE; *
HER best EREHR—MUE—HhRATF—IREL.
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SENTENCE

GELR] A)

B)

9)

D)

RS (3BREKSES)

The Middle Class on the Alert EA"F=REFER", (XER B2V, WAL
The financial fallout has bequn"B&B A" —(FECAEIREEMER, TIERIAIS
Tt TRS,

v IEff

The financial fallout has begun, and the political fallout may not be far behind «

The Middle Class on the CIiff

they have lost the parachute they once had in times of financial setback — on the CIiff

B BB y @ NIURHEEN"F~IEE N £5, XSFEREXAIMAIE fallout /
parachute lost 7EfIMEEE FXIFF, RE—FEATE. NMuAERIMRL,

fattE

The Middle Class in Conflict EA"F=bF s, B "Hr-5X1A%0", B2X
MNREEFF5E" HR", RORENKKES, FIEMERE,

SRR

The Middle Class in Ruins B R"#$=EmENE", LR The financial fallout has
bequn"iB7SEFR"BERIE T —XE—FERIR" EEFA + BUAIRSRKE", 7k
EhFrEAEEK,

INSIGHTS = 4 T4t

5 FIE AR ZE R

MIEROSAERINGDFFET—PNENE. SNEERE. oSS, TRl

mEER

Eia. REaFHNTTERET.

=]

As a result, they have lost the parachute they once had in times of financial setback

— a back-up earner (usually Mom) who could go into the workforce if the primary

earner got laid off or fell sick.

2B, HaH

FrOEMEEEE, 88 NPENNERXEANENEENTD. RGERRE. REEENGDLK
FHNENTSFSMEN, XS RIEIIRESHEN N RAIEFETRELHR, EREATX
ESRRIHSHEDRISHTH.
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But today, a disruption to family fortunes can no longer be made up with extra

income from an otherwise-stay-at-home partner.

WoB, H6M)

"{ESNIAE + HENES" # "no longer BE" BRI NFIIENETFISNGENL, EEEBIEINE
RSN, AaEAERT, BEIBEIERSNESHUREREN, EREETE
EIRIAEERT .

Steelworkers, airline employees, and now those in the auto industry are joining

millions of families who must worry about interest rates, stock market fluctuation,

and the harsh reality that they may outlive their retirement money.

HIB, 2

FOEEEEHEEG + REMEEENG + BENDRBRERS BN\ RAEHREHELN
£, 52 who 3ISEENDEIRRTIARNEITIA. that 5ISEIENDFEREHSREE
(reality) IXPRFH I EED B EIE R, F I NS DT 75 BRI BRI RERUERG,

For much of the past year, President Bush campaigned to move Social Security to

a savings-account model, with retirees trading much or all of their guaranteed

payments for payments depending on investment returns.

FIB, H36

AOESMENE. BRPRIE (FREN) . BIVKIE (with E545H) =MARSRERMNE, LR
DINERETENGS, MOMEER. HIIR with SEEUNSEEES2SNARE BB
BYFHIHHATIEKANME,

From the middle-class family perspective, much of this, understandably, looks far

less like an opportunity to exercise more financial responsibility, and a good deal

more like a frightening acceleration of the wholesale shift of financial risk onto

their already overburdened shoulders.

AR, H14]

AOFIEEETESMEMAHERERREE. BANSD. RERRHIINL. FEEEE
ffo, XMEREDELRRBIHEIHNFI T RO FREMERENSE R/ RAIE HERA S
BN EREAZER.

HIGH-FREQUENCY - H 8
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-
pr=ii]
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I 65 MEFEE (IB%) HEHHIA

THREREANEERTHN, N2 BHEE (%) HFETENSEMmE (Exsids
BRHMNEFEIIADT 8) . BNAREAR HIRBEZEXERDM, [T
BEEZAREN. Sin. ARSEEMa,

risk financial &
n. XB& adj. AIEHY

A9 IR-E 62 1 A9 IR -Ef 59 6
political & less a1

adj. Buam det. /DY

K5 IX - Bl 54 9 AES3 K - E5 150 9
reduce s: generation &
v, BRE (BE. KN BESE) n.—KXA

K3 R -BER759 K3 X - B/ 60 G
investment s: insurance s:
n. & n. (RS

K3 IR -EE 3849 AES3 K% - E5 28 A
payment & healthcare &
n. {7 n. EfT{RE

K3 IR -E 239 K3 X -BERR9T
effect million »

n. 220 num. —EH 5

A2 R - EfE 80 6 A2 R -Ef57 9
responsibility s: income s

n. =F n. I\

A2 R -Ef32 4 A2 R -Ef3149
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reality s

n. PsC
K2R -E 3149

net

n. }y
AE2 R -H 23 4

unemployment s
n. SRl (A7)

K2R -HiE 16 6

economics B2

n. %%

A2 IR -HE 106

author 1
n {E&

ARE1IR - B 209 9

economic 52

adj. &%
KiFE1IR - BEiff 98 1)

support 1
v. X2HF

KRE1R - HHE 87 9

tend &

v. |, iR
TR -BER G

status 2

n. {7
A2 R -BEH 294

retirement &2

n. IBIK
K2R -EfR 199

transform &2

v. EAEREE (%38
AR2X B 144

newly &

adv. &t
AR X -EHE 94

accord c:

n. (BXR. BAERY) ¥
A1 )R- -ER 1724

following &
adj. BETRAY
ARE1IR-E#R 919

challenge &

n. Hkkk
K1 )R- B 57 9
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https://english-exam.lazynote.cn/kaoyan/words/rate/?f=p
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opportunity s

n. Y&

ARE1IR-HE50 6

physical s
adj. S{EY

ARE1IR -HE40 6

reform s
v. JE&

KRR -HE 376

Shifl: Bl
v. #2f]

KRR -BE 316

invest &2
VISR (k. IEELHEBREER)

KRR B 24 9

workforce &2

n. (—EE—#XE) S0, FMAL

AR T 2113

conflict &

n. 58
FR1R-BEE199

extra a2

adj. EHMY
TR -BER17 4
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limit &

n. fRE
KE1IR-BEf 42 9

security s
n. &L
AE1R-EfE38 G

employee &

njEgR, /T

KRR B 326

critic &

n. #EFPR
AR -BEH 24 9

stock i
n. EEF

KRR B 22 6

campaign s

n. iz%))

A1 R -BEf 20 9
secure a2
adj. &£

FRE1R-BEE196

guarantee s

n. fRIUE
1R - 17 4
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debate &2
n. A0
1R -BEF 16 9

perspective 52

n. W
AE1R-Ef 159

budget &

n. &
AR T 1313

odd &
adj. ZF12A9

KRR -BE13 6

retire s

v. 1IBIK
A1 R-ER 124

disappear
v. BRI
A1 R -ER 104

absorb &

v. IR (IR, SRSE)

A1k B9 g

vulnerable
adj. ZZHERN

A1k -BER9g
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otherwise

adv. BN, A5
AE1R-Eff 16 69

scholar &

n. ¥&

ARIVR-BE1569

implication c

n. AJREATRZIMERESER
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