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Part III Section C

Directions: There are 2 passages in this section.Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished
statements.For each of them there are four choices marked A),B),C)and D).You should decide on the best

choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.

Passage One
Questions 46 to 50 are based on the following passage.

As interdependent beings we cannot thrive independent of others. We like to work with people who are like-
minded, with whom we share a common interest, or who also believe in a cause we are serious about. This is
evident in how we have organized ourselves into various collective groups such as nations, regions, communities,

organizations, and families.

Does the group you belong to have a strong collective consciousness or shared beliefs? Is there
interdependence among its members? Do you consider this group a significant part of your existence? If your

answers are affirmative, then you are experiencing a micro version of solidarity.

n

What is solidarity? Its simplest definition in the dictionary is: "... a unifying opinion, feeling, purpose or

interest among a group of people."

In this increasingly diverse society we live in, solidarity takes on a complex and multifaceted character as it
forms bonds of interdependence among unique individuals living in a fast-changing environment and working

within a complex division of labor.

One facet of solidarity fits well with the principles of communitarianism( ¥t & F X ). In this setting,
individuals give up their own interests to serve the common good. However, its strict adherence to social
cohesiveness and exclusiveness restricts expression and practice of individual differences and preferences.

Consequently, individuality and autonomy are sacrificed to maintain the unity of the group.

Solidarity is also viewed as a reaction to the extreme emphasis on individualism and freedom of choice. It
goes against the liberal idea of unrestricted individuals who see society as a hindrance to their freedom to make

choices and to act according to what is good for them regardless of how these will affect others.

But despite its many facets, social theorists have viewed solidarity as a key factor in bringing about order
and progress in society. They believe that for human society to survive as it becomes more diverse, more new
bonds need to be formed based on the differences. In the light of this, they regard a genuine solidarity as more
than just shallow relationships based on common interests. Solidarity is not just a product of strategic
calculations of how much it will benefit the self. It is not an exclusive class founded on the you-and-me-against-
the-world principle. Rather, it is inclusive and is not forced. Acting out of solidarity means supporting and
standing up for each other — in recognition that one's fate is in the fate of the other. It is a bond characterized
by cooperative practices and strengthened by the concern for the well-being of others or the common good. It

fights for the protection of human dignity and listens to and acts on the cries of the most vulnerable.
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What does the author say about human beings?

A) They cannot prosper without cooperating with each other.
B) They share a common interest and believe in a just cause.
C) They think and behave alike in different social groups.
D) They cannot gain independence without fighting for it.

What do we learn about solidarity in an increasingly diverse society?
A) It gives rise to a complicated division of labor.

B) It involves many aspects with great complexity.

C) It brings individuals together as environment changes.

D) It embraces the characteristics of different individuals.

What would we witness in the setting of communitarianism?
A) Ruling of social norms and ridding of individuality.
B) Emphasis on the adherence to individual differences.
C) Sacrifice of personal interests for the common good.

D) Elimination of individualism and personal choices.

What does solidarity entail according to the passage?
A) A limit to personal differences.

B) An opposition to individualism.

C) A hindrance to social advancement.

D) An inevitable end to liberal pursuits.

What do social theorists think of solidarity?

A) It is especially relevant to the most vulnerable.
B) It is most effective in protecting human dignity.
C) It is essential to progress and order in society.

D) It is indispensable to avoiding shallow relationships.
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