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Part III Section C (1)

Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished
statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best

choice and mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre.

Passage One
Questions 46 to 50 are based on the following passage.

Disgust is a universal human emotion. One type of disgust is called physical disgust, which protects us from
eating or touching things that could be dangerous for us, such as raw meat or insects. Children experience
physical disgust from a very early age, but do not achieve an understanding of the concept until they are around
four years old.

Some researchers maintain that there is another type of disgust, called moral disgust, that protects us from
engaging in activities that can be perceived as morally wrong. Examples of moral disgust are stealing, lying or

cheating.

However, not all academics think that moral disgust really exists. Some say that when we refer to disgust in

relation to moral issues, we are using disgust as a metaphor(P&M&), and what we are feeling is in reality anger.

If moral disgust appears quite late in development, it makes sense to think that there is actually a social
component to it. Children learn about emotions in many different ways. Of special relevance are parents-children
conversations about emotions. Indeed, children whose parents talk about emotions often have a better emotional
understanding than children whose parents do not discuss emotions often.

However, there are no studies that have examined how parents and children talk about disgust. This is what

we set up to examine in our study.

We asked 68 English-speaking mothers and their four-, six- or eight-year-old children to discuss some stories
about moral and physical disgust. Our preliminary findings show mothers and children do talk about disgust, but
mainly about physical disgust and not so much about moral disgust.

When we asked mothers and children to discuss moral issues, such as whether it is OK to play with a child
who has stolen someone else's snack, they linked this type of moral wrongdoing with the emotion of anger and
not disgust.

Does this mean that moral disgust does not exist? Some researchers suggest moral disgust exists in adults.
Our findings suggest that moral disgust is either understood at a later age or is only used metaphorically, if at
all, in children as old as eight years.

46. What does the passage tell us about physical disgust?
A) It is an emotion as contrasted with thoughts.
B) It is a concept beyond children's understanding.
C) It is a mechanism to keep us from being harmed.

D) It is an experience gained from any form of danger.
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47.

48.

49.

50.

How do some researchers perceive moral disgust?

A) It tends to appear in various forms of wrongdoing.

B) It is just as annoying to people as physical disgust.

C) It is a term used by common folk to describe anger.

D) It stops people from doing anything morally wrong.

Why does moral disgust appear quite late in children's development?
A) It needs to be learnt through social interactions.

B) They have little control over its learning process.

C) It is too complex for them to acquire.

D) Their parents seldom talk about emotions.

What did the author and his colleagues want to examine in their experiment?
A) What parents tell children against moral wrongdoing.

B) What parents and children link moral wrongdoing to.

C) How moral disgust is seen by children aged 4, 6 and 8.

D) How disgust is discussed between parents and children.

What can we infer about moral disgust from the author and his colleagues' findings?
A) It is a notion hardly comprehensible to children.

B) It rarely exists in children younger than eight.

C) It is a term most parents use when talking to children.

D) It exists in adults with a strong sense of justice.
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